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As I was nearing the completion of this book, the world was being inspired by the struggle for freedom unfolding across the Arab lands. During that same period and for some time preceding it, according to Freedom House, the world's democracies had been in retreat while tyrannical forces were on the rise. We seem to be living through an era in which expectations for freedom and the proliferation of tyranny are intensifying simultaneously. More than ever, then, it is incumbent on us to study tyranny, attempt to identify its varieties, and try to anticipate its emergence and hostility to the forces of freedom. Tyranny is generally an unpleasant subject, but one does not think about tyranny because one wants to think about unpleasant things. Rather, if one wants to think, it must be about both pleasant and unpleasant things. This book grew out of many years of reflection, and some of the chapters (1, 3, 4, 5, and a portion of 6) contain greatly transformed and lengthened versions of earlier articles. The Introduction, Chapters 2 and 7, and the Conclusion are entirely new. None of the chapters, however, simply duplicates the content of the earlier articles, because I only arrived at the central thesis of this book through writing them. They have now been reshaped in light of that thesis, which I set forth in the Introduction. This book can be read entirely on its own, independent of my other writings. At the same time, it does draw on, and is the scholarly culmination of, my earlier books on Plato, the manly virtues, and political leadership.
Earlier versions of some of the chapters were presented at Peterhouse College Cambridge, Yale University, and the University of Toronto. I gratefully acknowledge the stimulation and the hospitality I received ix www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press Cambridge University Press 978-1-107-01032-1 -Tyranny: A New Interpretation Waller R. Newell Frontmatter More information acknowledgments on those occasions. I also have the pleasure and the honor of acknowledging the critical insight and support that I have received from many colleagues over the years. Although they share no responsibility for the book's shortcomings, they have contributed to whatever of value readers may find in it. They include, in no special order, the following: Charles H. Fairbanks, Thomas L. Pangle, Lorraine Pangle, Clifford Orwin, Ryan Balot, Nalin Ranasinghe, Stanley Rosen, Catherine Zuckert, Barry Strauss, Paul Rahe, Robert Sibley, Steven Smith, Travis Smith, Graham Howell, Jarrett Carty, Geoffrey Kellow, Peter Ahrensdorf, Harvey C. Mansfield, Lynette Mitchell, Jeff Sikkenga, Norman Doidge, Kenneth Green, Michael Zuckert, Gregory MacIsaac, Peter Emberley, Tom Darby, Samuel Abraham, H. D. Forbes, Edward Andrew, and Gary McDowell. I also have the especially gratifying obligation to acknowledge the insights I derived from discussing the political philosophies examined in this book with students past and present, some of whom are now embarked on their own careers. Finally, I owe special thanks to my editor at Cambridge University Press, Robert Dreesen, and to the anonymous reviewers for the original proposal, who prompted me to address many important issues in advance that I had neglected.
This book is dedicated to my best friend and collaborator, my wife Jacqueline Etherington Newell.
